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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility in the British Isles and two very developed countries which used to
be UK. colonies. The tables also compare the data from the World Bank and the United Nation’s World Population
Prospects reports in 2017 and in 2019. The graph besides each table shows the fertility rate of that year, and the
absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each circle
represents a certain year.

The changes in the fertility rate are very similar in all four countries here. This rate has declined dramatically in the 1960s
and 1970s, and since the 1980s, the change in the fertility rate has been rather small as compared to those in previous
years. For all four countries here, the fertility rate in 2017 was all around 1.80
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Total fertility rate, UK, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.09 2.690 1960
1961 0.09 2.780 1961 UK total fertility rate, 1960-2016
1962 1962
1963 g:gi ;::gg 1963 3.0 In 1960 the total fertiity rate 1964 ]
rons o 2920 1964 {54ayinthe UK wae2 70" 1963
1965 0.08 2.860 1965 rising t02.9 in 1964 and then 1962
1966 -0.09 2.780 1966 falling to 2.0 by 1973,and 1.7
1967 -0.09 2.680 1967 by 1977. From 1978 to 1998 it
1968 -0.09 2.600 1968 28 remainedbetween 1.7 and 1., 7 mhe introduction of the
1969 -0.08 2510 1969 3 Itfellto 1.63by 2001, rose to contraceptive pillin 1960s,
. . H 1.92by 2010, and se1.8in P g 0
1970 -0.05 2.440 1970 £ 2014-16. After France, Ireland :ggegc'sj;etgatg'l‘a;’;'e‘é
1971 0.12 2.410 1971 g and Swgden,the UK had the bss after 1970, contributed
1972 -0.19 2.200 1972 - fourth highest total fertility rate "
@ 26 in Europe then. - considerably to the
1973 -0.14 2.040 1973 -3 slowdown. Abortion was
fors oo Tor tors g Norther Ioiand)n 1963,
o B
13;2 :g'gz 1'312 12;2 % 1071 but probably had little
. . S immediate impact on these
1977 0.01 1.690 1977 = 24 {figures.
1978 0.09 1.750 1978 E R
13;3 ?00;2 1 ggg 12;3 'E The most rapid decline was in 1972. The 1975 'Employment Protection Act' which
1081 0.06 1820 1081 = The increasing acceptance of the introduced the right to retum to work up to 29 weeks
: : = 197, contraceptive pill and abortion after childbirth. The entitlements of employed
1982 -0.03 1.780 > 22 contributed to the rapid decline in the J pregnant women were improved again in 2000, and
1983 -0.01 1.770 = : early 1970's, but the increasing after 2003 matemity leave was extendedto a year.
1984 0.01 1.770 H emancipation of women was probably Whetherthese measures boostedfertility is unclear.
1085 001 1790 ha an even more significant contributor. Immigration probably had a greaterinfluence
: : s Afterthe 2008 economic crash and austerity
1986 0.01 1.780 .2 measures especially targeting women, the fertility
1987 0.02 1.810 1987 20 | rate fell from 1.92 to 1.8 children perwomen aged
1988 -0.01 1.820
1989 0.01 1.790
1990 0.02 1.830 1990
1991 -0.02 1.820 1991
1992 -0.03 1.790 18
1993 -0.03 1.760
1994 -0.03 1.740
1995 -0.01 1.710
1996 0.01 1.730 Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
1997 -0.01 1.720 16 - (chjldren per woman) § § §
1998 0.02 1.710 -0.20 -0.15 -0.10 -0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10
1999 -0.04 1.680
2000 -0.03 1.640 2000
2001 -0.01 1.630 2001
2002 0.04 1.630 2002
2003 0.06 1.700 2003
2004 0.03 1.750
2005 0.04 1.760 2005
2006 0.05 1.820
2007 0.04 1.860
2008 0.01 1.910 2008
2009 0.01 1.890
2010 0.01 1.920
2011 0.00 1.910
2012 -0.04 1.920 2012
2013 -0.05 1.830
2014 -0.02 1.810
2015 -0.01 1.800
2016 0.01 1.800 2016

0.15
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Total fertility rate, Ireland, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019

Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date

Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label

1960 0.00
1961 0.07
1962 0.12
1963 0.08
1964 0.02
1965 -0.07
1966 -0.10
1967 -0.09
1968 0.00
1969 0.04
1970 0.05
1971 -0.01
1972 -0.11
1973 -0.13
1974 -0.17
1975 -0.15
1976 -0.06
1977 -0.04
1978 -0.02
1979 0.00
1980 -0.08
1981 -0.14
1982 -0.16
1983 -0.18
1984 -0.13
1985 -0.07
1986 -0.08
1987 -0.14
1988 -0.12
1989 -0.03
1990 0.00
1991 -0.06
1992 -0.09
1993 -0.07
1994 -0.03
1995 0.01
1996 0.04
1997 0.03
1998 -0.02
1999 -0.03
2000 0.02
2001 0.04
2002 0.01
2003 -0.02
2004 -0.05
2005 -0.01
2006 0.07
2007 0.08
2008 0.03
2009 -0.01
2010 -0.02
2011 -0.03
2012 -0.05
2013 -0.05
2014 -0.04
2015 -0.04
2016 -0.02
2017 0.00

3.780
3.780
3.920
4.010
4.070
4.040
3.940
3.840
3.770
3.830
3.850
3.930
3.840
3.710
3.590
3.370
3.290
3.240
3.210
3.210
3.210
3.050
2.940
2.740
2.580
2.480
2.440
2.320
2.170
2.080
2.110
2.080
1.990
900
.850
840
880
930
940
900
890
940
970
960
930
.860
910
2.010
2.060
2.060
2.050
2.030

930
.890
850
.810
810

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967

1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985

1987
1988

1992
1993

2006
2007
2008

2010

2016
2017

Total fertility rate in Ireland (children per woman)

Ireland total fertility rate, 1960-2017
45

1965

1964

1963

4.0 1966 197 1962
1972 1967

35

3.0

25

20

Absolute change: increase in fertility per year

15 —— (children per woman) .

1970
1960 ?
m—X

The fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 15-
44)in Ireland was 3.8 in 1960 and remained

1 between 3.7 and 4.0 until 1973 whenIreland joined
the EU. Itthen fellto 3.0 in 1981, 2.5 by 1985,and
2.0 by 1992. Itthen remained between 1.84 and 1.97
1978 1979 i1 2006. It then went just over 2 until 2011, since
» whenithasfallento 1.81in2016-7.

The decline in fertility rate peaked in 1974, and again
1 in 1983.

Since 1991 it has oscillated back and forth between
1.81 and 2.10 with annual changes frequently very
small.

The 2019 UN report projects a fertility rate for Ireland of
1 1.84in2015-20, falling to 1.69 in 2045-50 and 1.72in 2095-
2100.

2007
2006

2016 20[17

-0.20 -0.15 -0.10 -0.05

0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15
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Total fertility rate, New Zealand, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019

Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date

Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

-0.055 4.030 1960
0.039 3.975 1961
0.007 4.107 1962
-0.187 3.989 1963
-0.225 3.733 1964
-0.162 3.540 1965
-0.093 3.410 1966
-0.039 3.354 1967
-0.043 3.332
-0.087 3.269 1969
-0.038 3.158 1970
-0.079 3.194
-0.249 3.000 1972
-0.215 2.696 1973
-0.183 2.570 1974
-0.149 2.331 1975
-0.051 2.273 1976
-0.102 2.229 1977
-0.055 2.070
-0.020 2.120
-0.055 2.030
-0.040 2.010
-0.045 1.950
-0.010 1.920
0.005 1.930
0.015 1.930
0.050 1.960
0.070 2.030 1987
0.045 2.100
0.040 2.120
0.020 2.180 1990
-0.030 2.160
-0.055 2.120
-0.060 2.050
-0.030 2.000
-0.020 1.990
-0.015 1.960
-0.035 1.960
0.005 1.890
0.045 1.970
0.000 1.980
-0.045 1.970
-0.020 1.890
0.045 1.930
0.020 1.980
0.015 1.970
0.105 2.010 2006
0.090 2.180 2007
-0.025 2.190
-0.010 2.130
-0.020 2.170 2010
-0.035 2.090 2011
-0.040 2.100
-0.090 2.010 2013
-0.010 1.920
-0.025 1.990
-0.090 1.870 2016
-0.060 1.810 2017

Total fertility rate in New Zealand (children per woman)

New Zealand total fertility rate, 1960-2017
45

1963

4.0

1964 (Q

35

3.0

25 The fertility rate in New Zealand
: was 1.81in2017.
This rate was already much
below the 2017 UN estimate of
2.04 forthe 2015-2020 period.
This rate was even lowerin the
2019 UNreportat 1.9 forthe
20 2015-2020 period.
h The UN now projects that there
will be a total fertility rate of 1.74
by both 2045-50 and 2095-2100.
The 2019 UNreport projects a
fertility rate for New Zealand of
1.9in 2015-20, falling to 1.74

15 itys ddfeictidfige: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

1960 Corm——

962

961

The fertility rate (children per 100 women
aged 15-44)in New Zealand was 4.0 in
1960, rising to 4.1 in 1962 but then fallng
forover 20 years. Itwas 3.0 in 1972, and
2.0in 1981. Itfellto 1.92in 1983, but
rose to 2.18 by 1990, then oscillating
between those two figures until2015. But
it then fell further, 1.87 in 2016 and 1.81
in 2017.

Itfell fastestin 1963 and 1972and is
possibly on a further downward trend
again now.

-0.30 -0.25 -0.20 -0.15 -0.10 -0.05

0.00
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Total fertility rate, Australia, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.087 3.453 1960
1961 -0.005 3.540 1961 Australia total fertility rate, 1960-2017
1962 -0.104 3.442 1962 40 Justlike New Zealand, the fertility rate in Australia has peaked in 1961 at 3.54, _
1963 0.148 3.332 1963 : and then declined thereafter. It fellto 3.0 by 1965, 2.0 by 1977 and 1.84 by 1984.
1964 -0.178 3.146 1964 Itdidn't fall to below 1.8 until 1996, rose to 1.98 in 2008, d fallen back down to
1965 0.133 2.977 1965 1.76
1966 0.065 2.881 1966 The decline at first ac_celerateq, reaching a p_eak in_ 1964, then slowed _down inthe
late 1960s, temporarily reversing, before falling at its fastest everrate in 1972.
1967 0.004 2.848 1967 Since 1978, the fertility rate has been oscillating between 1.74 and 1.98 which it
1968 0.019 2.888 1968 hitin 2008. Since then it has been on a continuous decline. 196
1969 0.015 2.886 1969 ’g‘ 35 1962 —\g;g
1970 0.037 2.859 1970 £ :
1971 0.057 2.961 1971 g
1972 0.235 2.744 1972 -
1973 0.174 2.491 1973 8
1974 0.172 2.397 1974 H
1975 0.169 2.148 1975 5
1976 0.071 2.060 1976 z 30
1977 0.056 2.007 1977 C2 :
1978 -0.050 1.949 iy
1979 0.029 1.907 £
1980 0.014 1.891 a 1972
1981 0.019 1.935 ‘é In 201I7,trc1jat mtehv{)a;;.nﬁz,%ryigh
- was alrea mucl w
::ggg gggg ::ggi e UN estimgti of 1.83 forthe 2015-
1984 0.000 1.840 £ 25 1 2020pered
1985 0.014 1.923 :? 1974 @ The UN now projects that there will
1986 -0.039 1.868 1986 t be a total fertility rate of 1.72 by
1987 0.019 1.845 2 2045-50 and 1.74 by 2095-2100.
1988 -0.003 1.831 £ 1975
1989 0.036 1.838 1989 S
1990 0.005 1.902 20
1991 0.007 1.849
1992 0.005 1.888 2006
1993 0.023 1.859 2005
1994 0.019 1.842
1995 -0.023 1.822 2017
1996 0.022 1.796
1997 -0.017 1.778 15 'Absolute change: increa'se in fertilit)'/ per year (children per \A{om . . .
1333 gg;g 1;22 -0.30 0.25 0.20 -0.15 -0.10 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15
2000 0.008 1.756
2001 0.000 1.739
2002 0.004 1.756
2003 0.006 1.748
2004 0.030 1.768
2005 0.070 1.807 2005
2006 0.076 1.908 2006
2007 0.038 1.959 2007
2008 0.006 1.984 2008
2009 0.028 1.971
2010 0.023 1.928 2010
2011 0.004 1.926
2012 0.036 1.920
2013 0.047 1.855
2014 0.021 1.826
2015 0.037 1.814
2016 0.025 1.752
2017 0.013 1.765 2017




